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GOLF EQUIPMENT





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CLAY LONG KNOWS HOW TO MAKE JACK NICKLAUS SMILE:

DESIGN CLUBS FOR ALL LEVELS OF PLAY,

DON’T BE AFRAID TO INNOVATE


When Jack Nicklaus was teeing it up competitively, equipment was significantly different and perhaps a lot simpler for golfers to grasp—be it the pros or amateurs at any level.


Today, It is a different world regardless of the golfers’ ability.  New materials, different shapes of clubs, new technologies in general. 


Jack recognizes it is a different game today and therefore has dedicated himself to manufacture golf equipment designed with the most advanced technologies and materials available to meet requirements of all golfers—entry level, intermediate, advanced—with three collections:  Golden Bear for beginners; Jack Nicklaus Signature for intermediate and Nicklaus Premium for advanced players.


Still considered the greatest golfer to ever play the game, Jack is a man of intense focus, passion, determination and unparalleled integrity.  He strives for excellence in everything he does. 


That same intense focus and passion for excellence permeates throughout Nicklaus Golf Equipment as it relates to the design and development of golf equipment with the goal of enhancing each player’s golfing experience as well as provide the best customer service in the industry.


To help achieve his mission, Jack asked his long-time friend Clay Long to join the company. While Long held executive R&D positions with several other well-known golf companies, he spent the majority of his career working with Jack Nicklaus at MacGregor Golf designing clubs for the man who has a stealth eye for equipment.


 What Jack saw in Long more than 25 years ago was a club designer that strived for perfection with delicate hands, a sharp eye and someone not afraid to innovate.  He got exactly that when he brought his long-time friend to Nicklaus Golf Equipment seven years ago.

--more--


Last year, that came to fruition when Long designed the award-winning Nicklaus Golf Equipment’s 460 Dual Point Driver that Golf Digest listed in its annual Hot List and Best of the Best by Rankmark, one of the industry’s independent testing companies.


 For 2008, Long has done it again.  This year, he revisited the technology he patented a few years ago to design a new set of Irons called Polarity MTR (Maximum Twist Resistance) which distributes the weight from toe to hosel achieving a Moment of Inertia (M.O.I.) score of nearly 3000…a number that has yet to be reached in Irons.  He also designed a Claw Hybrid and Fairway Woods that provide significantly less turf touch and sole drag.


But he didn’t forget his Dual Point Technology from last year.  That is also featured in the Hybrids and Fairways, but he also designed two new drivers with Dual Point Technology—the DrawBack and the FastBack—to achieve M.O.I. in excess of 5000.


During his long and illustrious career – highlighted by his association with Jack Nicklaus that began more than 25 years ago – Long has developed such notable and outstanding clubs as the MacGregor Muirfield metalwoods, Muirfield irons and the MacGregor Response putter that Nicklaus used to win the 1986 Masters. 

 
Working for Jack and his company has also presented the 55-year-old Long with what he admits is the biggest challenge of his career. Nicklaus has hands like a surgeon when he’s holding and examining a golf club, and Long knows that any flaw in the design will be quickly and completely revealed. If club doesn’t pass Nicklaus’ discerning eye, Long faces the task of discovering what was wrong and then going back and fixing it.  


“I wouldn’t say he (Nicklaus) was a perfectionist from the standpoint of being compulsively perfectionist. More than anything the perfection in his life that transcends into the golf club equipment business is that his integrity is on the line,” says Long. “He will not stand behind something that’s not a great product. He’s that way about everything he does. We know that ultimately it’s his name that’s behind this product and we want to uphold that integrity because he has such a tremendous amount of it. That’s where perfection comes into play. It’s trying to uphold the perfection and integrity of Jack Nicklaus, which is pretty large.”


Long shares that desire for integrity in the products he develops. He feels it says a lot about his work. He wants his clubs to be solid in their technical design.

--more--


Long has been integrating his knowledge into golf clubs for more than a quarter of a century. A +2 handicap, Long attended the University of Mississippi on a golf scholarship and graduated in 1975 with a degree in mechanical engineering. He went to work at a paper mill, but his thoughts were more about turning pro. But when an opportunity arose for him to work at MacGregor in Albany, Ga. in 1980, he switched from paper to putters -- and the like. The college graduate was back in the classroom, taking courses in Golf Club Design and Construction 101. 


All the while there was the omnipresence of Professor Nicklaus, holding a golf club instead of a pointer in his surgically-equivalent honed hands.


“Jack always keeps us on our toes,” says Long. “You could never wing it with Jack and the product. If you didn’t know you had to say you didn’t know, which I’ve done plenty of times. A lot of people in golf would just make it up as they go along. When you’re dealing with Jack Nicklaus you can’t do that. You can’t do it now, and you certainly couldn’t do it when he was playing full time. 


For more information on the Nicklaus Golf Equipment, visit the company’s web site at www.nicklausgolf.com or call the company toll free at 800-322-1872.
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